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“Post-materialistic” social movements focus on 
needs that transcend the individual and the 
local environment to focus on wider issues in a 
larger context than one’s own well-being. 
These movements became much more 
common after 1950. Three examples are:

1. The Civil Rights Movement

2. The Women’s Rights Movement

3. The Environmental Movement

 In 1992 Howard 
University Professor 
Arnold H. Taylor 
offered a third 
approach to looking at 
the Civil Rights 
Movement. Taylor 
described it as a 
Second Civil War.

http://sociology.morrisville.edu/
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 The concerns outlined by 
Justice Harlan were echoed by 
W.E.B. Du Bois who, on the 
launch of his influential 1903 
book The Souls of Black Folk, 
proclaimed “the problem of 
the Twentieth Century is the 
problem of the color-line”—
with its narrow interpretation 
of the 14th Amendment 
Plessey v. Ferguson gave birth 
to legalized Jim Crow 
Segregation.

 The Southern 
Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC)

 The Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters

 The Congress of 
Racial Equality (CORE)

 The NAACP
 The Student Non 

Violent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC)

 The Department of 
Justice (Kennedy and 
Katzenbach)

 Mississippi, Ross Barnett
 Alabama, George Wallace
 Virginia, J. Lindsey 

Almond and Senator 
Harry Byrd

 The United Klans of 
America
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▪ The Great Age of Emancipation 
(1833-1871)

▪ Gradual Emancipation in Britain 
1833, Russia emancipates the 
Serfs 1861, the 13th Amendment 
US 1865, Rio Branco Law Brazil 
1871.

▪ The Women's Movement
▪ The American Indian Movement
▪ African Liberation Struggles
▪ The rise of White hate groups, 

most notably the Ku Klux Klan
▪ Government Repression from Jim 

Crow to COINTELPRO to Gitmo.

 The NAACP was formed in 
response to the 1908 race riot 
in Springfield, capital of Illinois 
and birthplace of President 
Abraham Lincoln. Appalled at 
the violence that was 
committed against blacks, a 
group of white liberals that 
included Mary White Ovington 
and Oswald Garrison Villard, 
both the descendants of 
abolitionists, issued a call for a 
meeting to discuss racial 
justice. Some 60 people, only 7 
of whom were African American 
(including W. E. B. Du Bois, Ida 
B. Wells-Barnett, and Mary 
Church Terrell), signed the call, 
which was released on the 
centennial of Lincoln's birth. 

 Montgomery, Alabama 1955
 Little Rock, Arkansas 1957
 The Freedom Rides 1960
 Albany, Georgia, 1962
 Birmingham, Alabama 1963
 Freedom Summer, Mississippi 1964
 Selma, Alabama, 1965
 Chicago, Illinois and the Meredith 

March, Miss. 1966
 Memphis, Tennessee and the Poor 

People’s Campaign 1968
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 In the 1960s the Black Power movement 

also emerged as a major political force, 

especially in cities.

 The traditional approach of African-

American leaders had been to work 

through the system for inclusion in elected 

offices and political decision-making.

 Black power emphasized self-organization 

at the community level, rejected many of 

the key concepts of capitalism, and 

stressed the need for African-Americans 

to defend themselves.

 Organizations such as the Nation of Islam 

and the Black Panthers, with leaders such 

as Elijah Mohammed, Malcolm X, and 

Huey Newton strongly challenged the 

white monopoly on political power.
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 “Instead of young people 
singing "We Shall Overcome," 
new images of militant black 
men and women were being 
shown on television -- black 
berets, raised fists, men with 
guns. And along with goals of 
social justice and integration 
came ideas of black 
separatism and power 
harking back to the black 
nationalism that had been 
preached in the 1920's by 
Marcus Garvey.”

 “Stokely Carmichael, Rights 
Leader Who Coined 'Black 
Power,' Dies at 57,” New York 
Times, November 16, 1998 

 “Stressing racial pride, the 
connection between civil rights in 
the United States and the third 
world, and political self-
determination through bruising 
and at times deliberatively 
provocative protests, local 
militants in the North were 
simultaneously inspired by the 
heroic efforts at direct action of 
the civil-rights struggles in the 
South and repulsed by the 
spectacles of racial violence 
there. By the late 1950s, they had 
formed a parallel movement with 
no name, cynical about American 
democracy's willingness to 
defend black citizenship.”

 Peniel Joseph

 The uniting of black 
people. 

 The development of 
black economic 
power. 

 Heightened 
consciousness of 
black identity. 
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Delivered at Berkley, 
California, October (1966)

 Now, then, in order to 
understand white supremacy we 
must dismiss the fallacious 
notion that white people can 
give anybody their freedom. No 
man can give anybody his 
freedom. A man is born free. 
You may enslave a man after he 
is born free, and that is in fact 
what this country does. It 
enslaves black people after 
they’re born, so that the only 
acts that white people can do is 
to stop denying black people 
their freedom; that is, they must 
stop denying freedom. 

SNCC Chairman, Stokley 
Carmichael

a. Three Moments of Feminism
Feminism is a social movement that resurges through history. 

1. The First movement of feminism took place in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries. The wave formally began at the Seneca Falls Convention in 

1848, when 300 men and women rallied to the cause of equality for 

women. Elizabeth Cady Stanton (d.1902) drafted the Seneca Falls 

Declaration outlining the new movement's ideology and political strategies.

2. The Second movement began in the 1960s and continued into the 1990s. 

This wave unfolded in the context of the anti-Vietnam War and civil rights 

movements and the growing self-consciousness of a variety of minority 

groups around the world.

3. The Third movement began in the mid-1990s and is informed by post-

colonial and post-modern thinking. In this phase many constructs have been 

destabilized, including the notions of "universal womanhood," body, gender, 

sexuality and hetreronormativity. 

Source: http://www.pacificu.edu/about-us/news-events/three-waves-feminism

http://www.pacificu.edu/about-us/news-events/three-waves-feminism
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b. example: Jo Freeman

When a student at Berkeley, Freeman became 

a member of the 1950s and 1960s Civil Rights 

movement and Students for a Democratic Society 

(SDS). Freeman learned many of the strategies and 

tactics of social movements from that experience.  

In developing her own connections to the 

nascent feminist movement, Freeman found herself 

dispossessed from the movement as new  

identities fractured organization.

Media Construction 
Of Social Justice

PowerPoint Slide Show, Unit 5, Lesson 1

Women's 

Liberation

For men only!… Brand new man talking power-

packed patterns that tell her it’s a mans world!... and 

make her so happy it is. And man!... how that Van 

Heusen sewmanship makes the fine fabrics hold their 

shape. And for Christmas… here’s the Christmas tie 

that’s really different.
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During the 1970s activists fought for an amendment to the 
Constitution to guarantee women’s rights. They proposed the 
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) to outlaw discrimination 
based on sex. The National Woman’s Party had proposed a 
similar amendment in 1923 but it never got very far. However, 
in 1972 Congress approved the ERA, and many states ratified 
it over the course of the decade.

Many opponents came forward to fight the ERA.  
Conservative activist Phyllis Schlafly founded STOP ERA to 
block the amendment’s ratification. Schlafly and her 
supporters argued that the ERA would break up families by 
encouraging women to focus on careers rather than on 
motherhood. Gradually, these kind of arguments weakened 
support for the amendment.  In June 1982 it fell three states 
short of ratification.
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The fight over the ERA revealed that many women believed 
that the women’s movement primarily served wealthy white 
women. Many non-white women and working class women felt 
left out.  These women felt that the leaders of NOW and other 
feminist groups simply did not understand the problems they 
faced every day. Referring to Gloria Steinem, Cathy Tuley
stated, “I feel she’s fighting for women like herself, 
professional women, and that she’s not thinking of women in 
the whole sense, just part of them“.

The movement also offended many middle class women. 
They felt that it minimized the importance of the family and 
condemned women who chose to be full time homemakers. 
These women viewed Roe vs. Wade and the ERA as threats to 
traditional family life. Critics warned that the ERA “would nullify 
(cancel) any laws that make any distinction between men and 
women.” Eventually, they argued, men and women would even 
be forced to share public restrooms!

1 2 3

4
5 6
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Edited by Daisy Hernandez and 

Bushra Rehman, Foreword by 

Cherrie Moraga
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a. Types of environmental movements:
i. Conservation movements (pro-wilderness)

example: Sierra Club

ii. NIMBY (Not In My Back Yard) Movements 

(anti-development)

example: Love Canal, Niagara Falls

iii. Deep Ecology / Ecofeminism (radical)
example: The Green Fuse

iv. “Save the Planet” movements (action-oriented)

example: Greenpeace

v. The “Greens” (political) 

example: Green Party

b. Themes of the environmental movement:
i. An ambiguous, deep connection to science and 

technology

ii. Environmentalism is a science-based movement

iii. Struggles over space and time 

Space of Flows: global and local

Space of Time: clock time, timeless time,  

glacial time

iv.   Grassroots democracy is implicit

http://www.sierraclub.org/
https://www.geneseo.edu/history/love_canal_history
http://www.thegreenfuse.org/deepecology.htm
http://www.greenpeace.org/usa/
http://www.gp.org/

